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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-11 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-18 filed with telefax on 31 .03.2006 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/5-5& as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andfor any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 
IS the claims, Nos. 19 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-18 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-18 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 1-18 
No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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V. 1 . In view of the issues mentioned under VIII regarding the interpretation of the 

claims, each of the independent claim 1 and 10 are considered as neither disclosed 
in, nor suggested by the available prior art (Article 33(2) and 33(3) PCT). 
Consequently, the subject-matter of dependent claims 2 to 9 and 11 to 1 8 are 
considered to fulfill as well the requirements of novelty and inventive step. 

VIII. By "evacuating" and "evacuation" used in claim 1 and claim 10 it was understood and 
interpreted that it concerns "evacuating the air" from the package (package= product 
enclosed by the foil) and the "evacuation of the air" respectively, by using the 
evacuation means 40 that according to the description page 8, line 23, "remove air 
from the inside of foil". 
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Claims 

1 . A method of making a package (5) comprising a mineral wool product (1 ) 
substantially air-tightly enclosed by a foil (25), characterised by 

5 

bringing about a dimensional reduction of said mineral wool product (1) by 
mechanically compressing said mineral wool product (1) in a first direction 
using mechanical compressing means (30) and 

10 evacuating said dimensionally reduced mineral wool product (1) enclosed by 
said foil (25), 

said evacuation being performed while essentially maintaining said dimen- 
sional reduction, 

15 

and said mechanical compression provided by said compressing means (30) 
being released while performing said evacuation. 

2. A method according to the preceding claim, said evacuation of said di- 

20 mensionally reduced mineral wool product (1 ) enclosed by said foil (25) being 
selected to maintain, or essentially maintain, said dimensional reduction. 

3. A method according to any of the preceding claims wherein said mineral 
wool product (1) is enclosed by said foil (25) after said mechanical compres- 

25 sion, said dimensionally reduced mineral wool product (1) enclosed by said 
foil (25) being then evacuated, 

4. A method according to any of claims 1 or 2, wherein said mineral wool 
product (1) is enclosed by said foil (25) before said mechanical compression, 

30 said dimensionally reduced mineral wool product (1 ) enclosed by said foil 
(25) being then evacuated. 
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5. A method according to any of claims 1 or 2, wherein said mineral wool 
product (1) is enclosed by said foil (25) during said mechanical compression, 
said dimensionally reduced mineral wool product (1) enclosed by said foil 

5 (25) being then evacuated. 

6. A method according to any of the preceding claims, said mineral wool 
product (1 ) having substantially parallel opposed surfaces (1 ') defining before 
said compression a dimension (T) of said mineral wool product (1 ), said me- 

10 chanical compressing means (30) applying a uniform or essentially uniform 
pressure against said opposed surfaces (1 ')• 

7. A method according to the preceding claim wherein the pressure within 
said package (5) comprising said mineral wool product (1 ) enclosed by said 

1 5 foil (25) is balanced with the pressure on said surfaces (1*) required to obtain 
said dimensional reduction (T-t). 

8. A method according to the preceding claim wherein said mechanical com- 
pressing means (30) includes a flat surface (30*) press applied flatly against 

20 at least one of said opposed surfaces (1") and displaced to provide said di- 
mensional reduction (T-t). 

9. A method according to any of the preceding claims, the dimensional reduc- 
tion being at most 70%, preferably no more than 60%. 

25 

10. An apparatus (A) for making a package (5) comprising a mineral wool 
product (1) substantially air-tightly enclosed by a foil (25), characterised by 

mechanical compressing means (30) adapted for receiving said mineral wool 
30 product (1 ) and for compressing said mineral wool product (1 ) in a first direc- 
tion to bring about a dimensional reduction thereof, 
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wrapping means (W) for enclosing said mineral wool product (1) with a web 
of a substantially air-tight foil (25). 

5 evacuating means (40) arranged downstream of said compressing means 
(30) for evacuating said mineral wool product (1 ) compressed by said com- 
pressing means (30) and enclosed by said foil (25). 

11. An apparatus according to the preceding claim, said wrapping means (W) 
1 0 being operable to wrap said foil (25) around said mineral wool product (1 ) 

before activation of said mechanical compressing means (30) for bringing 
about said dimensional reduction, said wrapping means (W) comprising seal- 
ing means (1 7, 18) operable to seal said foil (25) after said wrapping, said 
evacuating means (40) being operable to evacuate said mineral wool product 
15 (1 ) enclosed by said sealed foil (25). 

12. An apparatus according to the preceding claim, including conveyor 
means (8, 9, 12", 14) for conveying said mineral wool product (1) along a 
path, said wrapping means (W) including a supply (15) of said web and re- 

20 ceiving means (20) for receiving an end of said web, said web being extend- 
able between said supply (25) and said receiving means (20) across said 
path to receive said mineral wool product (1) in a receiving area (R), said 
compressing means (30) being arranged downstream of said receiving area 

(R). 

25 

13. An apparatus according to claim 12, said wrapping means (W) being op- 
erable to wrap said web around said mineral wool product (1) after activation 
of said mechanical compressing means (30) for bringing about said dimen- 
sional reduction, said wrapping means (W) comprising sealing means (17, 

30 18) operable to seal said foil (25) after said wrapping, said evacuating means 
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(40) being operable to evacuate said mineral wool product (1) enclosed by 
said sealed foil (25). 

14. An apparatus according to the preceding claim, including conveyor 

5 means for conveying said mineral wool product (1) along a path, said wrap- 
ping means (W) including a supply (15) of said web and receiving means (20) 
for receiving an end of said web, said web being extendable between said 
supply (1 5) and said receiving means (20) across said path to receive said 
mineral wool product (1) in a receiving area (R), said compressing means 
10 (30) being arranged upstream of said receiving area (R). 

15. An apparatus according to any the preceding claims 10-14, said evacua- 
tion means (40) including surfaces (12', 1 2") for maintaining said dimensional 
reduction during said evacuation. 

15 

16. An apparatus according to any of the preceding claims 10-15, said com- 
pressing means including a flat surface (30*) displaceable press (30). 

1 7. An apparatus according to claim 10, said wrapping means (W) being op- 
20 erable to wrap said web around said mineral wool product (1 ) during activa- 
tion of said mechanical compressing means (30) to bring about said dimen- 
sional reduction, said wrapping means (W) comprising sealing means (17, 

1 8) operable to seal said foil (25) after said wrapping, said evacuating means 
(40) being operable to evacuate said mineral wool product (1 ) enclosed by 
25 said sealed foil (25). 

18. An apparatus according to the preceding claim, said mechanical 
compressing means (30) including first and second opposed conveyor 
means (9', 9") for conveying said mineral wool product (1) along a path and 

30 defining there between a passage of decreasing width for obtaining said 

dimensional reduction, said wrapping means (W) including a supply (1 5) of 
said web and receiving means (20) for receiving an end of said web, said 
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receiving means (20) for receiving an end of said web, said web being ex- 
tendable between said supply (15) and said receiving means across said 
path to receive said mineral wool product (1) in a receiving area, said com 
pressing means (30) being arranged downstream of said receiving area. 
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